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7 Mrs. Btta Colbert
... 489 Phillips.Street : S
o Aliquippa, Pennsylvania U15001f5‘

V'Dear Mrs. Colbert'*:

ca

»",'-i;¥@~ I am pleased to inform you that ‘we - have been able to ,
© " resolve the problem that you raised with'thé- President- -
“-i during his" Visit to?,liquippa on September 23 of this’ year._'
“Hniscussions between,the HUD Area Office and representatives

m~-

fa;nye»g_e*indicating that HU“expecﬂsxacquiSition activity set forth
;o - ingthe fifth year community development application 0 :
ﬁftf‘,f_wf]encompass your - home and Some other homes in your-immediate'

5

. As you may knom, this community development applicationif;f
ﬁis required byslaw to be subjected to thorough public analyeis~

.ﬁlfthe community development plan, we' fully expect that the -

| fifth year community development plan for the Borough of
';Aliquippa will deal adequately w1th your concerns.;_:frinw
o £ 4 appreciate your help in enabling us to uncover thiS‘-?",f o
matter and deal with it effectively. o ‘-EAt;,V RS

Sincerely yours,yngﬂwr
s Harris

[

93y/ Patr*cla RObeI’t

s

e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
" WASHINGTON
October 4, 1978
. ) ‘Q
A
4 oy
Z» = ’
: . _ - 53 -
To Etta Colbert - | | : =
: : <o
It was a pleasure to talk with you during .= - 3
the ¥own lall lccting ‘at Aligquippa fiigh. . =
School.

Yeur participation in the discus-
sions helwved to mwake the occasion both
successful and enjoyable.

Cecretary larris will be following up on
‘your question. Yhank you for asking it.

Sincerely,

T
ARt
STTE P

Mrs, Etta Colbert

489 Phillips Street
Aliguippa, Pennsyivania 159001

WH tissue to: The Honorable Patricia R. Harris

2955,
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Ahqmppq Pennsylvania

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session
at a Toun Meeting.  Scpitember 23, 1978

\I\\"O'—% Ross. Good alternoon, ladies and

gentlermen. My name is John Ross mayor
‘of Aliquippa. On behalf of the borouoh

of Aliquippa, I welcomie all of you to the
Aliquippa town meeting. And now, may
I present to you the President of the
United States, Jimrny Carter.

Tue Presmext. Mr. Mayor, thank
you very much.

TIt’s a great p!ea<me for me. to be back
in this be ..utxfu] part of Peansylvania and
one of the most beaatiful parts of the
United States. ‘

My wife, Rosalynn, during the cam-
paign, spent 3'days in Beaver Valiey, and
all the peeple who were up lLere cam-
paigning on: the Peanut Brigade and my
family and T thought that the most de-
lightful campaign experience of our
whole 1976 effort was in Pennsylvania.
And we thank you for it and also thank
you for the great results that hch)cd to put
mein the \'\ hite House.

My mother is-a great sports fan, and -

an)bod\ whoe cares about -sports knows
about Beaver County. As you know, Joe

Namath was a great [riend of my mother’s -

when she 'was in Alabama and still is.
Pete Maravich. played for our team in
Atlanta, great athlete whoe began Lere—
"Tony Dorsett, another great athlete, as
you know; Doc Medich, and many others.
I won’t try to mention. all of them that
came from here, but there must bhe some-
thing special about “the climate or the
training Lecause you have set a standard
for the rest of the country in athlctics.
And that’s not all. We have a great
song ‘composer {rom Georgia, jolmm

" Mercer. And one of his good friends and
. fellow composers was also from here, and

that's Henry Mancini. He was at the

KR /IS

-Sept. 23

White House not long ago and gave a
beautiful coricert. ‘And he and Johnny
Mercer wrote several songs together, in-
cluding “Moon River,” which is one of
my favorite waltzes—Rosalynn and 1 like
ta dance to_it—and “Days of Wine and’
Roses” and many others, ‘

So, we have not only a loi of political
interrelationships ‘with' you but athletic
interrelationships, cultural interrelations

- ships, and just personal friendships. |

~ It’s a good opportunity for me as Presi--
dent of our tfruat country to corne here
and have a ﬁank excharige with you. Not
only are you responsible for my election:
but in a very important way you are re-
sponsible for how good a job T can do. rep-
resentiny you in the White flouse.

There are somie things that prey heavily
or my mind; many ideas, but I wan: to”
defer to you this morning on yvour ques-
tions. There are two, ;}IOL"’}‘ that 1 would
like to raeation just in passing that might
stimulate some quesiions from: you.

AbpyiNisTraTION PoLicies

Oneof the great duties of 2 government
is to police itself, to make sure that the
core of our Nation in government is clean
and decent and honest und open.-Our Na-
tion suffered the last few years because
that has not always been true. And when
it 1sn’t true, there’s 2 loss of trust among
people like you in the government which
is yours and-in the elected officials which
vou put in office. :

The Scnate has already passed a very
strony cthics Bill. The House this week
turned away many crippling amendments.
And my hope s that next week our Nation

-will have a new standard of performance

i financing and campaign contithuting
procedures for the Members of the COn-

-gress. I inherited many probleins. Thiswas

one of them. And the Congress has coop-’
ated.

And the General Services A'd'mi'nistrzi-

tion, one of the biggest agenciesin the Fed-
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I have & question.‘f,or you,
* M. President, we have lost three old-

. fashioned things—respect, managerment,
"and coop-erauion. We no Jonger have'small

town lifestyles. Everything is dcteriorat-
ing, and the youth are going to the citics.
’ . . T

“i)o vou have any comrnunity develop-

o i . . .
‘iment package plans for improving small.
{own. €CconomICs SO we -could keep our
young people in ‘our towns?

Tue PrestpenT. Thank you, Ms. Res-
mini. I think you know you mentioned a

subject that's dear to my own heart, the -

small towns. I come {rom' Plains, which
has. a total population of less than 700,
-and we are trying to make sure that in the
allocation of ‘Federal funds for different
‘projects—highways, schools, health care,
beautification—these nueds are met.

T think it’s a very serious thing when we
have a barrier built between our large

- metropolitan eénters and the more rural

areas of our country. I belicveit’s accurate
to say that in the last year almost, we
have turned the come
strength in-the basically agricultural re-
gions with the new farm bill that went.
into effect October 1, 1977, which hap-
pens to be my birthday.

We also have tried to bring together for
the first time in many years thc.local,
State, and Federal officials who work to-
gether as a team, rather than having them
separated one from another. In the White
House under my top assistant, Jack Wat-
son, we have a continuing mechanism by
which any mayor or county official from

the smallest towns and counties in our’

country can come directly to mne through
Jack Watson to get needs met.

~In the departinents, of cconomic de-
velopraent under the Commerce Secre-
tary Housing and Usban Development,
. Health, Education, and Welfave, Labor,

we're trying to make sure that the pro- -

grams are not designed specificaily for just
the large metropolitan centers. I. think

PR O L o ATl

in - providing.

Sept. 23

_it’s very important for us to retain the

strength of our small communities and the
agricultural areas. And since this is where
I came from, and you can rest assured it
will never be ignored as long as I'm

. President.

That’s a2 good question.
URBAN RENEWAL

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My

“name is Mrs. Etta Colbert, and T live in

Aliquippa. T also live in the Logstow
District of Aliquippa. o

My question is, since the Logstown
District, or part of it, is.being redevel-

oped, and homes and buildings are being .

torn down -and cthers are not, T would
just like to know why are some of the
buildirigs and seme of the homes -being
torn down and others zre left to stand in

_a very critical, deplorable condition? And

that's my question. Thank you. . :

" THe PresweNt, Thank you, T wish 1
knew the answer about vour paiticular
community, but I don’t. I think it might
be geod for me 1o have Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Department
ifr;. Pat Fardds, conieat oo o
you denytpaind with 2 s2deal e callond
lems that cause you concern.

As you know, the basic decisions on
which particular homes or buildings are
torn down and which cnes are Jeft stand-

ing have te be under our own systein of.

f'v«.

Tagget]) 3
IR
I Ty e e ey

governmnent a decision made. by private -

families and also by local government and
State government officials. It's not right
nor proper for the Federal Government
to come in and make a decision about
which houses to tear down or leave. And
I think this is something that must be
dornc by the local people theraselves.

But I'll ask Pat Harris, if vou don't

but 1 .

e e . X P 4
mingd, 1o give you a call directly so that
Lo

she can-boave e of Loy peonie Teok
vT; i o H 7 _' T *
the question, since ['in not ianmhar with
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the exact cxrcumstanceS)ou describe.’

Is that okay? . * :

Q. Thank you very much,

Tue Presiwext. T hank you, Mus. Col-

bert. . *
PRAYER IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
€. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My
name is Attorney Melvin Clark, Jr., and
P’m residing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

» T furst would hke to commend you on
~your splendid efforts at Camp David. 1

think I can speak for the majority of

~ Americans in saying that we are extremely”

proud. I would like to ask my question
as a representative of the churches in and
around Aliquippa, Pennsylvania.

-That questLon is simply, what is your
personal opinion on bringing prayer back
into the public schools?

Tre Presipent. Thank you, Attomey

Clark, for your comment and -also your

question.
I am not in favor of the Government

recuiring prayer in the schools. At the

sarmne time, I'm not in favor of the Govern-

ment prohibiting or preventing prayer in

the schools. My own religious beliefs,

~whictr I think are compatible with the,

Supreme Court decisions on this, are that

the first amnendment to the Constitution,

separating the church and the state, must
be maintained.

"I believe that prayer is a private rela-
" tionship or communication between a per-

son and Ged, and that each person should
have a right to worship as he or she
chaoses. So, I think that prayer ought to
be permitted in the schools, but not re-
quired for a particular student.

NATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM

Q. Good afternoon. My name is Alice
Feehley. I'm from. Erie, Pennsylvania. I
have a question for you.

Considering your principles for the na-
tional health prooram you say in it that

1606
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there will be no additional Federal spend-
ing until the year 1983. 1 want to know
if that means that—
THe Preswent. No additional w at
Miss Feehiley?
Q. Federal spending, okay?—-—until
1983; also that there is no adverse im-

pact on Government budget or the tax-

payer. Does’that mean what we have will
stay in the budget of the Government
now;, or does that mean we can expect no

“tax increase or no new Federal prograims?

- Tue Presiext. That's an excellent
question, and one of the rnost dlfhcult I
will get today..

Let me take just a moment to describe
the problem that we have. We need to
have some immediate changes made in
the health delivery systern in our country.

‘We need to have an emphasis on preven-

tion of disease, the cheapest possibls way

to ensure a person's health. We neced to
have.an expansion of the kind of people’
who can treat illess once it occuss, un- -

der the supervision of medical doctors
themsclves, more use of physicians as:ist-
ants, registered nurses, lahoratory tech-
nicians, in soime instances, special in-
stances, and so forih. ’

We need to have more emphasis on
outpatient treatment and not require per-

sons who don’t really need it to be ad-

mitted to the hospital at very large cost.
We need to fill in some of the gaps in
our present health care coverdge, because

at this time, the bill for the Federal Gov-

ernment, including health programs, is
paid by those who are able to work and
pay income taxes primarily; and they are
exactly the ones that receive practically
no benefits from the I‘ederal health pro-
grams,

Many people are not covered by pnvatc

health insurance. "The inost mxportaut.

need we have xmmcdxatcly, though, is to
put a lid on the cost of hoespital care. We

have a hospital cost containment proposal
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